Volunteer Background Checks
There are two reasons that volunteers with SML Good Neighbors, Inc. are required to complete background checks. First, it is to insure the safety of the children. Second, the school systems require these if we use their buildings and churches also require background checks to use their buildings. Therefore, we must follow the requirements specified by schools and churches. What follows are the requirements specified by the Bedford County School Board and Trinity Ecumenical Parish.

 Bedford County Requires:
· Criminal Background Check including fingerprinting (State Police), and 

· Screening by DSS (Department of Social Services) Child Protective Services
Trinity Ecumenical Parish Requires:
· Criminal Background Check – without fingerprinting
Frequently Asked Questions

1. Where do I get my background check, fingerprinting, and DSS screening?

Answer: These are done by staff from the Human Resources Office of the school system. If we have a large group to process, we try to have the staff come to the lake area at scheduled times. Otherwise, we will provide you with the information you need to schedule appointments at the school board office in Bedford. You will go to Trinity Ecumenical Parish for screening if you will only be volunteering at TEP.
2. I did a background check at Trinity Ecumenical Parish last year. Do I still need to get a background check through the school offices to volunteer at Moneta Elementary School?
Answer: Yes. The schools will not accept background checks administered by other agencies
3. I was background checked by Bedford County or Franklin County. Does this background check certify me to work at Trinity Ecumenical Parish?

Answer: Yes, if there has not been a lapse in your volunteering. If you were certified in 2008 but did not work in 2009 you will have to have another check. 
4. I had a background check in another community. Is that acceptable?

Answer: Not for the Bedford County Schools. They will NOT accept any background checks that were not done by them. However, Trinity Ecumenical Parish may accept recent background checks from some agencies. Each request will be reviewed by the church staff and will require official copies of original documents. 
5. Do I have to get a background check every year?
Answer: No - IF YOU WORK EVERY YEAR - But, if you were checked in 2008, worked in 2008 - but did not work in 2009 - you will have to have a new background check.

SML Good Neighbors does pay for the background checks and we do appreciate contributions to assist with this expense. The cost in Bedford County is approximately $42. The cost at TEP is $16 . If you go to the school board office, please let the Human Resources office know that you are volunteers with Good Neighbors when you make an appointment. This will allow them to keep our records separate and bill us rather than you. And – please start early. You cannot work as a volunteer unless you have started the background check process. 

